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v . METHODOLOGY 

' io,\ of the methodology used in detcrml r 1 r,g th 
'p’p.y rcfjui rements of the VC/HVA follows; 

'■ 1* f tronpth of For ces 

The current VC strength of 77,110 men indue.' 
000 combat support types. The current strength of the : 
south Vietnam Is 15,880. The current actual number of 
VA regular combat battalion is; 

VC ............... 07 

I'iVA •**••#» •>•••• 30 1 ■. 

Total ........ 1 1 7 

Her -over, '■for purposes of determining logistical roqulr 
novo converted the total -VC manpower of 77,110 men into 
-alion equivalents of 530 men each; this battalion strer. 
e spends with the estimated NVA battalion strength used 
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(■ c projected strength of the Communist force 'was calculated 
at;:;-; the MACV estimate that the Communists could ej'.pand to 
;cimu.i, of 155 VC/NVA battalions by the last quarter of 1565. 
he 155 battalion force, we estimate that the VC will number 
battel ions and the KVA will number ^battalions. The current 
C a : i 30 KVA battalions totaling 77,110 men and 15,880 men 
actively, when projected to 106 VC and 1(9 NVA battalions 
- ts in a projected total strength of.93,810 VC and 25,970 

2. l evels of Comba t ' '5 

To do term i no the current level of combat, wo 
-.rch ANNEX E (Significant Victories and Defeats) of ail 
able USMACV Monthly Evaluation reports from 7 January 1565 
Jerur ry 1966 (the Monthly Evaluation for August *955 
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not nvnl l able In Washington) and SITREPS from 7 January 1966 
to February 1966. According to the Information In the - IACV 
Monthly Evaluations and tho SITREPS, the re wore an estimated 
VC/i'.VA battalion size actions during tho last 6 months 
(•V:>rox!nntaly doublo tho number of battalion size actions 
during tho first 6 months of 1965). During tho same parse , 
tho number of VC/MV A battalions averaged 97 per month (82 in 
September 1965 to 1 1 1 In February 1966). 

3. Basic Us~.it Weapons 

Table 1 gives tho estimated breakout of weapons 
used in tho VC battalion and their weights, (nl so used In tho 
DiA logistical study doted May I 965 .) 

<4. Basic Ammunition Load of tho Unit 

Table 11 gives the ostlmotcd basic load of 
ammunition for a VC battalion. (Also used In the DIA logistical 
study dated May 1965.) 

5. Estimated Expenditure of Supplies 

Table Hi gives the estimated expenditure of 
ammunition by a Communist force In combat. Using 7.9 tons as 
a standard measure for ammunition basic loads for VC/MVA units. 
It has boon estimated that each day a unit Is In action it 
expends about 1/3 of Its basic load of ammunition; tho combat 
factor used Is that of an attack of a^for trifled position. 

In Table SV we have presented the current logistical 
resupply requirements from abroad under 3 levels of combat. 

The current lovel of combat (the entire force engaged In combat 
F 3 day out of every 30 days.): 
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PJiL ! /A_LL-(J n cindi nr, 5 % w-ian on 5 roi> I nccmo n t ) & 
tV vor tiK; VC * — ' — - 

.0119 pounds per nmn per dr.y includes tho following 

- .01 pounds per man por day are tho medical 
and signal requirements as determined in the 
DIA logistical of May 1965. 

- .0019 pounds per man por day are the weapons 

• replacement roqulremont (duo to fair wear & 

tear, loss, etc.) based on 5 % of the total 
estimated woapons (145 VC battalion equivalents 
X 7266.22 lbs of units weapons X 5% - 144.33 
lbs. 144.33 lbs i 77^10 VC ~ 0.0019 pounds 
<r-. per man per day). 

Class it (Inc l 5% weapons replacement) & jy f or the -IVA 
.5019 pounds per man per day Includes the following j 

- .5 pounds por man per day for all Class IV 

I' : requirements for NVA 

.0019 pounds per man per day (same as for VC 
above) 

Class V for VC ■ ' 

Tho 145 VC battalion equivalents X 7.9 tons of 
ammunition per battalion - 1145.5 tons. 1145.5 tons ? 331. C 
tons ammunition (1/3 of basic load) expended each day that she 
entire force is engagod in combat. 331.0 tons ; 30 days = 12. 73 

tr : f * s ej;psnded each d °y ^ 30 clays to maintain a combat level in 
which the entire force Is engaged In action 1 day out of every 
30 days. 12.73 tons t 77,110 - .33 pounds per man per day. | n 
the DIA iogistical study dated May 1965, the pounds per man per 
day requirement for ammunition was .06 pounds per man per day. 

'.he figure of .33 pounds per man per day used in our current 
computations is consldorod more realistic and Is based on more 
complete reporting of information on tho current level of cembat. 
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Class V for MVA ' 

uVA Class V requirements of .5 pounds per mars por 
day v* re computed In tho DBA logistical study props red In 
Mny 12$5. So© Tnblo V. 

Tho pounds por man por day requirements when tho lavol 

2 Is 1 day out of every 7 days are tho figures resulting 
vro;n on exchange of cables between DIA and J2-MACV on \k December 
!So5 subsequent to the J2-MACV, See Def Briefing, dated 28 

fiwembar 1 DoS. 

j ne pounds per man per day requirements when the level of 
combat Is 1 day put of every IS days Is an Interpolation of tho 
requirements for l day out of every 7 days and 1 day out of every 

30 days. 

In Table VI wo have presented tho resupply requirements 
when the Communist force reaches a level of 155 VC/NVA battalions 

for & levels of combat. 
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TABLE 1 1 

T CONG JJlFAflTRV BATTALION BASIC LOAD (AMMUNITION) 
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Includes 1^,000 combat support troops. 

Includes 5% of unit load of weapons for replacements. 
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TABU V 

PROJECTED LOGISTIC A L RES UPPLY REflJ I REMEHTS FROM ABROAD 
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